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YOUTH 
BIBLE 
LESSONS 

LEVEL 2 
 

LESSON 1 
 

 

Creation 
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In the beginning God made the world. For six 
days God worked. (Color the picture.) 

 
musrrahons by Michael Jon Woodruff 
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On the first day God made the day and the night. 
(Find a picture showing day and one showing 
night. Paste them on this page.) 
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On the second day God made the air we breathe 
by dividing the waters above the earth from the 
waters under the earth. (Color the picture.) 
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On the third day God made the land, seas, plants 
and trees. (Find pictures of these and paste them 
on this page.) 
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On the fourth day God caused the sun, moon and 
stars to become visible. (Color the picture.) 
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On the fifth day God made the birds and the sea 
animals. (Color the picture.) 
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On the sixth day God made the land animals and 
man. (Color only the land animals.) 
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On the seventh day God made the Sabbath by 
resting. He made this day holy. This is the same 
Sabbath we keep today. (Find a picture of 
someone resting and paste it on this page.) 
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Day 
 

 
..,.  ,. sun, moon, stars 

 
 
 

 
land, seas, 
plants, trees 

 

 

 

 
land animals, 

man 

 
 

 
air we breathe 

 
 
 

 
day, night 

 
 
 

 
sea animals, 

birds 

 

The 7 Days of Creation 

(In each circle write the number of the day on which the 
pictured events took place.) 
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ADAM  AND EVE 
 

Adam was the first man. His  wife's name was Eve. God 

told  Adam  and  Eve to  keep  the  beautiful Garden of  Eden 

clean and pretty. There were two special trees in the 

garden.  The Tree  of  Life  and  the  Tree  of  the  Knowledge  of 

Good  and  Evil.  
 

Parents: In simple terms you may wish to show your child on a map or globe generally where the Garden of 

Eden was. In the space above, have your child draw a picture of what he thinks the Garden of Eden may have 

looked like. Also, the pictures in this lesson are for your child to color. Also tell them that scientists admit 

that all humans came from one mother. The Bible says her name was Eve. 
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God told Adam that if he ate of the Tree of Life he could 

live forever. The only tree God told Adam not to eat of was 

the Tree of the Knowledge of Good and Evil. God said if he 

ate of it he would die. 
 

Parents: Explain that God didn't mean they would immediately die but that they wouldn't live forever. 



16  

 

 
Satan did not want Adam and Eve to trust God, so he told 

them a lie. He said they would not die if they ate of the 

Tree of the Knowledge of Good and Evil. Satan said it 

would help them be wise like God. 
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Adam chose the wrong way by eating the fruit of the Tree 

of the Knowledge of Good and Evil instead of the Tree of 

Life. This was man's first sin because he disobeyed what 

God said. 
 

Parents: Ask your child to tell you what he thinks sin is. How has he broken God's commandments? Let him 

come up with the ways. 
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From this time on people began to think the wrong way 

was the right way. This is the way the world thinks today. 

This is why they are not happy. Satan has made the world 

love his wrong ways. 
 

Parents: Have your child find pictures of unhappy people or things that make him unhappy and paste them on 

this page. 
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God knew Adam and Eve would be unhappy since they did 

not choose to eat of the Tree of Life. He told them they 

could not stay in the beautiful Garden. He put angels and a 

flaming sword at the gate to keep them out. 
 

Parents: Explain why God kept Adam and Eve out of the Garden of Eden. 
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Now Adam and Eve were very sad. They were alone. Now 

they would have to work hard for their food. They did not 

have a beautiful garden to enjoy. 
 

Parents: Prompt discussion with such questions as: How was Adam and Eve's life different now? 
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QUESTIONS 

 
1. Who was the first man?  _ 

 
2. What did God put at the gate of the Garden to keep 

Adam and Eve out?  _ 

 

 

 
3. What tree did God tell Adam and Eve not to eat of? 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Answers 

7IA3 ONV aoo0 .::10 

30037MON  3Hl .::10 33l:jl 

I/\IVOV 0l:j0MS V ONV S730NV 
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3 2 

1 

Crossword  Puzzle 
 

Across 

1.    did not want Adam and Eve to trust 

God. 

2. God told Adam and Eve they would   if 

they ate of the Tree of the Knowledge of Good and 

Evil. 

Down 

1. The sin made Adam and Eve feel  _ 

3.   first ate the fruit of the Tree of the 

Knowledge of Good and Evil. 

 

 

avs NVlVS 310 3A3 
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BIBLE MEMORY 

Books of the 

Old Testament 

 
Genesis 

Exodus 

Leviticus 

Numbers 

Deuteronomy 

Joshua 

Judges 

 
Ruth 

1 Samuel (1 Kings) 

2 Samuel (2 Kings) 

1 Kings (3 Kings) 

2 Kings (4 Kings) 

1 Chronicles 

2 Chronicles 

 
Ezra 

Nehemiah 

Esther 

Job 

Psalms 

Proverbs 

Ecclesiastes 

 
Song of Solomon 

Isaiah 

Jeremiah 

Lamentations 

Ezekiel 

Daniel 

Hosea 

 
Joel 

Amos 

Obadiah 

Jonah 

Micah 

Nahum 

Habakkuk 

 
Zephaniah 

Haggai 

Zechariah 

Malachi 
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Cain & Abel 
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Cain became a farmer. Abel became a keeper of 

sheep. Both boys gave offerings to God. 
 

Parents: Explain to your child that a keeper of sheep is called a shepherd. Then discuss the following 
questions: 

How did Cain and Abel give offerings to God? 

What kind of offerings did Cain and Abel give to God? 
Do we give offerings to God today? 

How are they different from the offerings Cain and Abel gave? 

 

3 
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Abel gave God a little lamb he loved very much. 

This little lamb was the best one he had. God 

was pleased with the offering Abel gave. 
 

Parents: Ask your child this question: 

Why was God pleased with Abel's offering? 

 

4 
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Cain had a little lamb, too. He didn't think he 
should give it to God, so he offered some of his 
vegetables. God was not pleased with Cain's 
offering. 

 

Parents: Ask your child these questions: 

Why wasn't God pleased with Cain's offering? 

Is God pleased with our offerings today if we really don't want to give them? 

 



30  

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

I  
 

 
Cain got very mad at Abel because God was 

pleased with Abel's offering but not his. One day 

when they were in the field Cain hit Abel so hard 

that he killed him. 
 

Parents: Explain what jealousy is and what it can make you do sometimes. Which commandment did Cain 
break here? What should Cain have done instead of hitting his brother when he was angry with him? 
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When God asked Cain where Abel was, Cain lied. 
He told God he didn't know. God knew what Cain 
had done, so He put a mark on Cain and sent him 
and his wife away from home. Now Cain was 
lonely. He must have felt much the same way his 
mother and father did when God sent them out of 
the Garden of Eden. 

 

Parents: Ask your child these questions: 

Which commandment did Cain break when he lied? 

Why did God send Cain away? 

Have you ever felt all alone? 
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Cain's murder of Abel was the beginning of all the 
crime that you see in the world today. This is 
how wars begin. (Find pictures of crime and 
paste them here.) 
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CROSSWORD PUZZLE 
 
 
 
 

 

1 2    

   4 

  

3    

 
Across 
1.   was the first man to kill someone. 

3. Cain   to God when he said he didn't 
know· where Abel was. 

Down 
2.   was Cain's brother. 

4. Abel's offering pleased   _ 

 

 
Answers: 008 738V 0317 NIV:J 
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WORD SEARCH 

 
Find the words in the puzzle below and circle 
them. 

 
SAONBDOHGTLCDAOX 

M C E F T S F Z I  U N S E T B A 

TFKEGI  FHWAGEFLNT 

L G T C A B E G O D L L K S C J 

RKSFAI   RQXAYBLMYX 

VI PBMI I RVMCADECT 

CLEXLJ NYJ KBTEVNW 

KLOVEPGMNTLEXBDM 

TCZMERLTMSAGBLCD 

SYLBLTHKJESETFHI  

ABOLAMBEDFGVKGLC 

XQPMTXETLBANCJ VW 

 

 

CAIN 

VEGETABLES 

EVE 

GOD 

LOVE 

ADAM 

ABEL 

KILL 

LAMB 

OFFERING 
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BIBLE TIC-TAC-TOE 

 
Obedient 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Shepherd 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Murder 

 
 
 
 
 

 

To find out who wins the Tic-Tac-Toe game, Cain 

or Abel, give Cain O's for all things having to do 

with Cain and X's for all things having to do with 

Abel. 
w

.
inner:  _ 

 Cain 

Abel 
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BIBLE MEMORY 
Books of the 

New Testament 

1. Matthew 

2. Mark 

3. Luke 

4. John 

5. Acts of the Apostles 

6. Romans 

7. 1 Corinthians 

8. 2 Corinthians 

9. Galatians 

10. Ephesians 

11. Philippians 

12. Colossians 

13. 1 Thessalonians 

14. 2 Thessalonians 

15. 1 Timothy 

16. 2 Timothy 

17. Titus 

18. Philemon 

19. Hebrews 

20. James 

21. 1 Peter 

22. 2 Peter 

23. 1 John 

24. 2 John 

25. 3 John 

26. Jude 

27. Revelation 
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Noah and the Flood 
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G 

 

NOAH AND THE FLOOD 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

od was very unhappy when He saw all the 

crime, war and pain on the earth. There was 

only one man who was obeying God. That man 

was Noah. God told Noah He was going to send 

a flood that would destroy every man, bird and 

animal on the earth. He also told Noah that He 

would save him and his wife and his sons and 

their wives. He said he would do this because 

Noah obeyed God. And so God told Noah to build 

a big ark, or ship, to save them from the Flood. 
 

 

Parents: Have your child color the picture. Also ask your child what crime is and what causes crime. Explain 

that people should practice the way of "give" instead of "get." Your child can give by sharing toys and 

helping others. 

 

Illustrations by Ken Tunell 



39  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Many trees 

had to be cut 

for wood to 

build the ark. 

A frame 

for the ark 

had to be 

made. 

The ark 

had to be sealed 

with tar. 

 
For 120 years Noah worked on the ark. For 120 

years Noah told the people that God was going 

to send a flood because they did not obey Him. 

The people did not believe him. 
 

-- 
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Then one day God made the animals and birds to 
come to the ark. One pair of each unclean animal 
came and seven pairs of each clean animal 
came. 

 

Parents: Explain briefly the meaning of "clean" and "unclean" animals (that it doesn't mean washed or 

unwashed). 
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God told Noah to take seven pairs of clean 
animals on the ark. God did this so Noah and his 
family would have food to eat. There would still 
be some of these animals left to start having 
babies after the Flood. These are some of the 
animals God says we may eat. 
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God told Noah to take only one pair of the 
unclean animals into the ark. These needed to be 
taken so that they could have babies after the 
Flood. 

 

Parents: Explain to your child that if God had not saved some of each kind of bird and animal to repopulate 

the earth there would be no birds or animals today. 
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The people laughed at Noah as he and his family 
entered the ark. God shut them and the animals 
inside. One week later the sky grew dark and 
rain began to fall. Soon the ark began to float. 
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God made it rain 40 days and 40 nights. The ark 
floated on the water for 150 days. Then God sent 
a strong wind to make the water go down and the 
ark came to rest on a mountain. After being on 
the mountain top for forty more days, Noah sent 
out a dove. Soon the dove came back. After a 
week Noah sent the dove out again. This time it 
came back with a leaf in its beak. The next time 
Noah sent the dove out, it did not come back. 
This told Noah it was time to leave the ark 
because there was dry land. 

 

Parents: Explain to your child in simple terms that the wind caused some of the water to evaporate with other water 

going back into the ground but some remained as lakes. Also mention that scientists admit there is enough water in the air, 

on land, and underground to cover the entire earth when the mountains were a bit lower. 
 



45  

 



46  

 

Noah was very glad to be safe and back on the 

land. He made an altar and gave a thank offering 

to God. God promised Noah that He would never 

destroy the earth again with a flood. As a 

reminder of this promise God made a rainbow. 

Sometimes we can see a rainbow today when it 

rains while the sun is shining. Do you know the 

colors of the rainbow? 
 

Parents: Explain to your child that all rainbows are made up of the same colors in the same order. An easy 

way for them to remember the colors and their order from the largest arc to the smallest arc is to spell out 

the name ROY G. BIV. The letters of this name are the first letters of the colors red, orange, yellow, green, 

blue, indigo and violet. 

 

. . 
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Do You Remember? 

1. How many years did Noah work on the 

ark? 
 

2. How many people were saved from 

drowning during the Flood? 
 

3. What sign did God give to remind us of His 

promise not to destroy the earth again by a 

flood? 
A  _ 

 

 

Unscramble the Letters 
to find words from the story 

 
1. kra 

2. hNao 

3. oldof 

4. nraibwo 

5. vdoe 

 
aAop MoqureJ pOOIJ ljBON )!JB 
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BIBLE MEMORY Passover Day of Atonement 

Godôs Festivals Days of Unleavened Bread 

Pentecost 

Feast of Trumpets 

Feast of Tabernacles 

Last Great Day 
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Nimrod and the Tower of Babel 
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After the flood, most of the people settled in a 

place called Shinar. Later, they built a city here, 

called Babel. 
 

Parents: Explain the meaning of the boldface words above and on the succeeding pages. Shinar was a very 

fertile area located in Mesopotamia in the Tigris-Euphrates River Valley. 
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HAM CUSH NIMROD 

One of Noah's three sons, Ham, had a son 
named Cush. Later, Cush had a son named 
Nimrod. This made Nimrod the great grandson of 
Noah. Nimrod grew up to be a strong hunter, but 
he did not obey God's laws. 

 

Parents: In simple terms, help your child to understand the approximate period of time that must have 

elapsed between these generations (read Genesis 10). 
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The people who lived in the city of Babel began 
to look to Nimrod as their hero. One reason they 
did is because he protected them from wild 
animals that came near the city. 

 

Parents: Explain that cities then were quite different and were out in the open places where wild animals 

lived. 
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Nimrod wanted the people to look to him as their 

ruler, instead of God. He taught them to worship 

things such as the sun and snakes, instead of 

God. The people liked this because they wanted 

to worship things they could see and touch. 
 

Parents: Explain that the people were actually worshipping Satan, who is behind all idol worship. You may 

need to briefly explain about Lucifer who rebelled against the government of God and has been influencing 

mankind to disobey God for the past 6000 years. 
 

J 

11  
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Nimrod knew he had to get the people working 
together on a project so he could keep control 
over them. So, he put them all to work building a 
tower. He wanted this tower to reach to heaven. 
At this time all of the people spoke the same 
language. This made it easy for Nimrod to give 
orders because they all understood him. 

 

Parents: Discuss how many heavens there are and what is in each of them. 
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God saw what Nimrod and the people were 
doing. If He allowed them to continue with this 
project, the people would become as evil as they 
were before the Flood. So God caused many of 
the people to start talking in different languages. 
The work on the tower stopped because of the 
confusion created when people could no longer 
understand each other. This is what the word 
''babel''   means-contusion. 

 

Parents: Explain that this would be just as confusing as trying to learn to read or do math from a teacher who 
speaks in a different language. One simply couldn't do his assignments! 

 



56  

 

The people began to group together with others 
who spoke the same language as they did, and 
move away from the city to other parts of the 
world. Without people to work on the tower, it 
was never finished. 

 

Parents: Explain simply that this is how we came to have all the different languages around the world. See 
the language exercise on page 11 and be sure to help your child with it. 
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DO YOU REMEMBER? 

1. _ _ _ _ _ _ became a hero to the people. 

2. The people began to build a  . 

3.   was Nimrod's father. 

4.   means confusion. 

738\/8 HSn8 c13M0l OOcllt-.llN 

 

 

CROSSWORD PUZZLE 
 

 

ACROSS 
1. Ham's father was 

 

- 

2. Nimrod 

-   

became a 

to the people. 
 

 
1.  - 

DOWN  
was 

Cush's son. 

2. -   

father. 

was Cush's 

 

 
 

2 
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This is a part of Noah's family tree. Fill in the 

empty boxes to see how Nimrod is related to 

Noah. 
 

Parents: Perhaps you could help your child make a simple family tree of his own so he could further 

understand his own genealogy_ 

 

 

SHEM  

  CANAAN 
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DIFFERENT LANGUAGES 
 

 
Language 

1. 

2. 

Nations where 
language is spoken 

 

 

 
 

 

3. 

4. 

5. 

6. 

7. 

8. 

9. 

10.   _ 

 
Think of as many languages as you can. Write 

down the names of the languages on the lines in 

the left-hand column. On the line next to each 

language, list some of the nations where that 

language is spoken. 
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Feast of Tabernacles 

Last Great Day 
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any years after the flood, a baby boy was born to 

Terah and his wife, who were descendants of Shem. 

They named him Abram. When Abram was a grown man 

seventy-five years old, God began to call him. God told him 

to pack up and move from his home in Haran to a land that 

He would show him. Abram obeyed. He took his wife, 

Sarai, and his nephew Lot with him. After a long journey, 

they arrived in the land of Canaan, which was to be their 

new home. 
 

   

 

   -    
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Because Abram obeyed God, he was blessed greatly. He 

had much gold and silver, and many flocks and herds. In a 

short while, the area was no longer big enough for Abram's 

flocks and Lot's flocks. Because the shepherds began 

fighting among themselves, Abram decided that he and Lot 

should separate. He gave Lot the choice to stay there or 

move on. Lot chose to move to the plains near Sodom and 

Gomorrah. 
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- 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
After Lot had gone, God told Abram to look in all directions. 

All the land he saw God would give to him and his 

descendants. God promised that he would have so many 

descendants that they would be as the dust of the earth in 

number. 
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When Abram was ninety-nine years old, God spoke to him 

and changed his name to Abraham which means "a father 

of many nations." He also changed Sarai's name to Sarah. 

God said they would have a son and should name him 

Isaac. 

Some time later, three beings who appeared as men came 

to visit Abraham. Two were angels; the other was the One 

who later became Jesus Christ. He told Abraham that 

Sarah would soon give birth to a son. He also told Abraham 

that the cities of Sodom and Gomorrah would be destroyed 

because of the wickedness of the people there. 

 

ff/    
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The two angels were sent to Sodom to warn Lot of the 

coming destruction. When Lot took the angels into his 

house, the evil men of Sodom wanted them to come out. 

The men even tried to break down the door to get to them. 

It was then that the angels struck these men blind. The 

angels then hurried Lot and his family out of the city. They 

were warned not to look back as they left. 
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The temptation to look back was too great for Lot's wife. 

She wanted to take one last look at what had been her 

home. As punishment for her disobedience, God turned her 

into a pillar of salt. It is very important that we obey God 

and do what we are told! 
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It was hard for Abraham and Sarah to believe God would 

still give them a son because they were both very old by 

now. But God kept His promise, and when Abraham was 

one hundred years old and Sarah was ninety years old, 

Sarah had a son whom they named Isaac. 
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Up to now, Abraham had obeyed God in all he was asked 

to do. However, God wanted to be sure that Abraham 

would obey Him by doing whatever He told him to do. So 

God decided to give Abraham a very difficult test. God told 

him to offer as a burnt offering his only son, Isaac. 

Abraham left very early the next morning to do as God had 

commanded him. 
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As Abraham and Isaac made their way up the mountain, 

many thoughts must have gone through Abraham's mind. 

Abraham knew God had promised many children through 

Isaac. He also knew God could resurrect Isaac. So 

Abraham trusted God. 

As Abraham was about to slay Isaac, God commanded him 

to STOP! Now God knew Abraham would withhold nothing 

from Him. Because of this and many other examples of 

obedience, Abraham became known as the 
11

father of the 

faithful." Millions of his descendants are still living on the 

earth today. He died at 175 years of age, having lived a 

long life of obedience to God. 
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When Isaac was forty years old, God blessed 
him with a beautiful wife named Rebekah. For 
twenty years, they could not have children. Isaac 
prayed to God about it and God answered his 
prayers. Rebekah would soon give birth to 
twins! 

 

 

 

 



75  

 

 
When the twin boys were born, they did not look 

alike. One of them was born red and hairy. His 

parents named him Esau. The other boy had 

smooth skin. He was named Jacob. 
 

Parents: Explain to your child that Esau and Jacob would become the fathers of two different nations. 
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As the boys grew, Esau became a hunter and 
spent much of his time out in the woods. Jacob 
liked to live in tents and look after the sheep. 
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One day Esau came home from one of his hunting 
trips, very tired and hungry. He saw some soup 
that Jacob had just made. When Esau asked for 
some, Jacob said he could have some if he 
would sell his birthright. Since Esau thought he 
would die without the food, he could not see what 
good his right to his father's wealth would be. So 
Esau sold his birthright to Jacob for the soup. 

 

Parents: Explain to your child what the birthright was and that Esau had it because he was the firstborn. Also 

explain why it was wrong tor Jacob to ask Esau to sell his birthright for the soup, and why it was wrong for 

Esau to have sold it. 

   

 ;>-, 
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When Isaac was old and blind and thought he 
might die soon, he called Esau to him. ''Go out 
and hunt some venison for one of my favorite 
meals," Isaac said. "I will then bless you." 
Rebekah heard what Isaac told Esau. She 
wanted Jacob, her favorite son, to receive the 
blessing instead. 

 

Parents: Explain the meaning of venison. Also, ask your child why Isaac was going to bless Esau. 
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Rebekah wanted to trick Isaac into blessing 
Jacob while Esau was away. She first sent 
Jacob out to kill two young goats. She cooked 
the meat and then helped Jacob put the goat 
skins on his hands and neck so his skin would 
feel hairy like Esau's. They hoped this would 
make Isaac believe Jacob was Esau. 

 

Parents: Ask your child why Rebekah wanted Jacob to receive the blessing. Explain why Jacob's and 

Rebekah's actions were wrong. 
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'' Here is the meal you asked me for,'' 

Jacob lied to his father. ''Now bless me as you 
promised.'' 

"This is the voice of Jacob," Isaac said. 
"Come closer that I may touch you." 

I 
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When Isaac touched Jacob's hands, he was sure 

they were Esau's. So when Isaac finished eating, 

he blessed Jacob. He said, ''May God give you 

well-watered fields that will grow much food. Let 

people serve you and nations bow down to you. 

May a curse be on those who curse you and may 

a blessing be on those who bless you.'' 

After the blessing, Jacob left his father. A few 

moments later, Esau returned with the meal he 

had prepared for Isaac. Esau was very angry 

when he learned that Jacob had tricked his 

father and stolen the blessing. Esau decided he 

would kill his brother after his father died. 
 

Parents: Explain to your child the significance of the blessing and what it meant for Jacob's descendants. 
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Rebekah learned of Esau's plan to kill Jacob. 
She asked Isaac to send Jacob far away to find 
a wife where her brother Laban lived. Since Isaac 
did not want his sons to marry women from 
Canaan, he agreed. 

 

Parents: Explain to your child why Isaac did not want his sons to marry women from Canaan. 
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COMMANDMENT CODE 
To discover some of the Ten Commandments that 

were broken by tricking Isaac, figure out the math 

problems below and write the answers on the 

stone tablets. The answer shows the number of a 

commandment that was broken. 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Parents: Explain these commandments to your child, and how they were broken by some of the people mentioned 

in this lesson. 
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acob began his long journey to his Uncle Laban's. As the 

sun began to set, he stopped to rest for the night. He slept 

on the ground with his head resting on a large stone. 

While Jacob slept, he dreamed of a ladder that reached 

from earth to heaven. He saw many angels walking up and 

down the ladder. Standing above the ladder was God. 

God spoke to Jacob and promised to give him and his 

descendants a great amount of land, including the area 

where he was lying. God also promised to bless and 

protect him. 
 

Parents: Explain to your child the meaning of the boldface words. Also, explain that today God speaks to us 

through His written Word, the Bible. 

 

J 
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Early the next morning, Jacob set up the large stone his 

head had been resting on as a pillar to mark the place 

where he had his dream. He poured oil on it and named the 

place Bethel, which means 11House of God." Jacob then 

continued the long journey to his Uncle Laban's home. 
 

I 
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After many days of traveling, Jacob saw shepherds in the 

distance bringing their flocks to a well. As Jacob spoke 

with the men, Laban's daughter came to the well to water 

her father's sheep. Her name was Rachel. She met Jacob 

and was excited to learn that he was her cousin. Rachel 

quickly ran home to tell her father. Laban was also very 

happy to see Jacob and invited him to stay with them. 
 

 

  ----------  
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During the next month, Jacob worked in Laban's fields. 

"What would you like to be paid for your work?" Laban 

asked Jacob. 

''I will work seven years for you if you will then give me 

Rachel for my wife," Jacob said. Laban agreed. 
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Seven years later, Jacob married. He was surprised to 

discover after the wedding that he had married Leah 

instead of Rachel! Laban had tricked Jacob into marrying 

his oldest daughter. Laban explained to Jacob that it was 

the custom in those days for the older daughter to marry 

before the younger. 

Laban promised to give Rachel to Jacob at the end of the 

week if he would work for him seven more years. Jacob 

agreed. 
 

Parents: Remind your child that Jacob had tricked Esau years earlier, and was now tricked himself. Also, 

explain that Jacob did not see the bride's face until after the wedding. 
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During the next several years, Leah had six sons. She 

named them Reuben, Simeon, Levi, Judah, lssachar and 

Zebulun. But Rachel was unable to have children. She 

decided that her maid, Bilhah, should have children for her. 

So Bilhah gave birth to two sons named Dan and Naphtali. 

Then, Leah thought that her maid, Zilpah, should also have 

children for her. Zilpah had two sons whom Leah named 

Gad and Asher. After this, God healed Rachel and she 

gave birth to a son whom she named Joseph. 
 

Parents: Explain that the descendants of Jacob's sons have become certain nations of our twentieth 

century. 
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Jacob worked for Laban twenty years. During that time 

Jacob's family had grown very large. Jacob now wanted to 

return to the land of Canaan to see his aging father, Isaac. 

But Laban did not want him to leave. So Jacob and his 

family left while Laban was away shearing sheep. 

Laban was angry when he learned that Jacob had gone. 

He was further angered when he discovered that some 

small images he prized highly were missing. Unknown to 

Jacob, Rachel had taken them with her and hidden them. 

Laban pursued Jacob and his caravan. On the way, God 

warned Laban in a dream not to harm Jacob. When he 

arrived, Laban greeted Jacob and asked about the images. 

When they could not be found, the two made an agreement 

of friendship. After a farewell feast, Laban then returned 

home and Jacob continued on his way. 
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As Jacob neared the land of Canaan, he learned that Esau 

and a group of men were riding swiftly to meet him. Jacob 

feared that Esau might still want to kill him. So Jacob 

asked God for protection. 

Before meeting, both groups camped for the night. Jacob 

left camp to be alone for awhile. Suddenly, somebody 

seized him and a wrestling match began. Soon, Jacob 

realized that his opponent wasn't an ordinary man. He was 

the Eternal, the One who later became Jesus Christi 

The two wrestled all night, but Jacob would not let go until 

God had blessed him. So God blessed Jacob and changed 

his name to Israel. 
 

Parents: Explain that God changed Jacob's name to "Israel" which means champion or overcomer, because 

he prevailed with God. 
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The next morning, Jacob could see Esau coming toward his 

caravan. He was very relieved to learn that Esau was glad 

to see him. After their happy reunion, Jacob continued on 

to where Isaac lived. On the way, Rachel gave birth to 

Jacob's twelfth son, Benjamin. It was then that Rachel 

died. 

Not long afterwards, the trip was finally over. Jacob was 

very happy to see his father, Isaac, who lived to be 180 

years old. Jacob and his family continued to dwell in the 

land of Canaan for many years. 
 

 
 
 

 

 --  
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